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RAF HELICOPTER RESCUE OFF TEES

B Pette

On the 20th January, 1979, T was
overcarried on a 97,000T dwt loaded
tanker. Because of atrocious weather
conditions in Tees Bay I was left with the
faint hope of persuading the Master to
land me at the Firth of Forth pilot station
but, on examining the vessel’s charts, I
saw the cause of his hesitancy. The chart
folios were incomplete and most charts
were at least five years out of date. Also
the vessel had no Decca Navigator and
one poor workable radar.

When the vessel had cleared Tees Bay,
course was set North with the vessel
rolling heavily and myself not looking
forward to a trip to the United States.

It was at this point that two of the multi-
national crew burst onto the bridge and,
with great difficulty, explained to the
Swedish master that the Boatswain had
been injured by one of the steel weather-
deck doors.

Whilst the master was occupied giving
first aid, [ attempted to obtain medical
advice by radio. The NHS was at this
time in chaos, due to industrial action,
but Cullercoats radio obtained the advice
of a Blyth doctor, who recommended
immediate removal to hospital.

Tees Coastguard then took over from
the Coast Station and a helicopter was
dispatched from RAF Boulmer, which
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had become operational with Sea King
helicopters only the week previously.
The weather conditions at the time were
vertical visibility about 150 metres, hori-
zontal visibility about 4 mile in snow
squalls and a 6 metre swell running with
winds gusting over 60 knots.

Explaining to the crew the requirements
for a winching operation was difficult
but the following points have to be
complied with:—

1. Communication: Helicopters have VHF
channels, 16, 0, 6, 8, 9, 10, 13 and 14.
Also DF facilities on 2182, KHz and
VHF 16.

2. Position. In latitude and longitude or
Decca co-ordinates.

3. Keep injured man in accommodation
as a special stretcher is brought down by
the winchman who will supervise transfer
of the injured man to the winching posi-
tion.

4. Man to winching area to meet helicopter
winchman.

6. The heading, speed of ship, and winch-
ing area are determined by the helicopter

pilot after he has assessed the situation.

In my case, I was allowed to position
the vessel so as to ensure the safety of the
crew, with the wind and sea four points
on the port bow and steaming at about
five knots.

The Master was anxious for me to go
with the helicopter, as was I, so T was
delighted when the pilot said “no prob-
lem’ to my winching up the 80 feet to the
helicopter. Tees pilots had practised this
manoeuvre about nine years ago with
Bristow’s and I found no difficulty in
donning the harness or getting into the
helicopter. The injured man came up in
the stretcher accompanied by the winch-
man, who then brought up his personal
gear.

Seven minutes after leaving the vessel
the injured man was in an ambulance and
subsequently was able to return to Turkey
after excellent care in Middlesbrough
General Hospital. As for myself, I was
back on a ship two hours later but, this
time, landing by Pilot Cutter in a more
normal but uncomfortable manner.

The Search and Rescue Helicopter Squadron — a brief history

The ever increasing calls upon the
Search and Rescue Helicopters around our
coasts, and the help and advice the Boulmer
Squadron have so readily given to our Pilot
Service Technical Committee merit a brief
resumé of the history of this important
arm of the Royal Air Force.

The 202 (SAR) Squadron can be traced
back to 1914 when on the 17th October,
No. 2 Squadron Royal Naval Air Service
was formed at Eastchurch, and the first
appearance of the Squadron with its present
number was 1918 and No. 202 Squadron
served the RAF during both World wars.
Tn 1964 the Squadron was designated
No. 202 (Search and Rescue) Squadron and
has remained in the rescue role continu-
ously since then with four flights, of which
‘A’ flight moved to its present location at
RAF Boulmer from Acklington during
1975. The Whirlwind helicopter was re-
placed here by the Sea King Mk. 3, which
arrived complete with air and ground crew
personnel in December 1978, assuming

responsibility for the Search and Rescue
role in the area on Ist January, 1979,

The SAR helicopters of the RAF are
established to provide rescue facilities for
airmen of the RAF and NATO air forces
using UK airspace, though, subject to
military requirements, SAR assistance is
also made available to civil aviation, and in
instances of maritime and general civil
distress. To provide this cover, each flight
is established with two helicopters and the
required aircrews and full ground support
facilities to enable a 24-hour watch system
to be maintained throughout the year. The
designated area of responsibility for the
Boulmer squadron extends from St. Abbs
Head to Staithes on the East coast and
approximately Dumiries to Lancaster, on
the West coast.

The recent introduction of the Sea Kings
to RAF Search and Rescue represents a
major step forward in all aspects of the
role, with any comparison with the familiar
Whirlwind it has replaced revealing a far






