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Pilot going aboard . .. Spurn Head . .. 0130 hrs. See Aspects of the High
Speed Pilot Boat, pl155.

Our photographer’s infinite patience was rewarded on 11th August by this first sighting of the
famous River Teces Monster.

Although the very existence of the Monster has been doubted by others, Teessiders are now
triumphant that “Tessie” is demonstrably real and not (as envious outsiders have hinted)
merely another spurious ploy for Letch enhancement.

Editor’s note. . . . It is appropriate that this picture of PILOT whales in the Tees should appear
in this MONSTER journal. (See further impressions page 160.)

With grateful acknowledgement to the North Eastern Evening Gazette
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Aspects of the

HIGH-SPEED PILOT BOAT

Arthur Bowbeer

This article wus first published in March 1968 by 'Ship and Boat International” whose
permission to reproduce for the benefit of pilots Is gratefully acknowledged,

Arthur Bowbcer recently went to sea with the Humber Pilotage Service, by day and by night,

and has talked with Frank Berry about the development and proving of high-speed launches as

replacements for the cruising cutter. Arthur’s conclusion, which he describes as ‘‘inescapable’’,

is that the use of high-speed launches for transferring pilots at sea is ‘‘the only economic
solution to what can otherwise be a very expensive problem”’.

Any maritime service which has to be
available 24 hours a day, every day of the
year, is necessarily expensive. Pilotage is no
exception. Not only have the pilots them-
selves to be on-call for long periods,
possibly without a ship requiring their
services, but when action is called for, then
it must be carried out with minimum delay
and maximum reliability and convenience
... which is an excellent way of describing
the Pilotage Service on the River Humber
—DBritain’s busiest pilotage area.

This claim to be the “busiest” may seem
surprising, but not when it is realised that,
in addition to the great port of Hull, some
20 miles up-river from the Pilot Station at
Spurn Head, there are thirteen unregistered
ports as well as Grimsby and Immingham
in the wider reaches of the estuary, and
further inland Goole and the River Trent—
all serviced from that same Spurn Pilot
Station. The scale of the operation can be
better appreciated when one is told that
154 Humber pilots are registered, together
with 32 for Goole and 21 for the River
Trent—all self-employed.

Pilots and port authorities from all over
the world have beaten a path to Frank
Berry's door since he sent away the last of
the old cruising cutters in August 1975 and
the shipping disembarking of pilots was
entrusted to a fleet of four Volvo-powered
Halmatic high-speed launches, along with
a 1967-built 30 ft. Watercraft boat (Scania-
engined), which should be given the credit
due to a pioneer. This boat is still in service,
incidentally.

So, who’s Frank Berry? He’s Operations
Manager for Humber Pilots Steam Cutter
Co. Ltd.—an honoured company name in
spite of the change to diesels years ago—
and is responsible to the British Transport
Docks Board for maintaining the Pilotage
Service on the Humber.

Initial scepticism

The concept of bringing the pilots ashoie
to a specially built Pilot Station, which
includes a new pier and airport-style control
tower, was not universally liked—at first—
but is now generally accepted as far more
convenient, more efficient and (most
important these days) cost-effective.

When walking around the engineering
workshops, climbing to the operational
levels on the 4th floor of “the tower”,
drinking coffee with waiting pilots in the
mess or riding with the cox’ns on the
launches, it is difficult to believe that the
whole installation, together with four new
boats, cost less than £1 million (in 1976).
It is reliably estimated that the comparable
cost of building a new cruising cutter, to
accommodate a crew of (say) 27 at today’s
standards, is £3-£4 million. Such a special-
ised vessel might have a finite life of only
20 years; and one would be insufficient—
there must be a standby vessel and another
crew ashore. So one is led to the inescap-
able conclusion that the adoption of the
high-speed launch is the only economic
solution to an otherwise prohibitively
expensive problem,

Some 75,000 “‘services” (putting a pilot






