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           whatever the conditions...
                     whatever your position...
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P +64 9 915 5330
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Navicom Dynamics

Navicom Dynamics
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the ChannelPilot MK2.

Now with AMSA/USCG 

Compatible MF

beacon DGPS option.

Transition into 
the winter has 
already given 
many of us some 
severe weather. 
Remember then 
to ensure that all 
items of personal 
safety equipment 

are in good working order, pilot boat 
seat belts actually work and that no 
unnecessary risks are taken in using 
non-compliant pilot ladders simply  
in order to get the job done. 
 
On that note, following consultation 
with IACS, it has been confirmed that 
the practice of securing pilot ladders 
by means of simple step hook devices 
such as the ubiquitous angle-iron 
Deck Tongue is noncompliant  
with the requirements of Solas V 
regulation 23 as amended and IMO 
resolution A1045. 

Similar fittings should be reported to 
the MCA via the appropriate route.

When reporting a defective ladder 
to the authorities, the ship’s master 
should also be informed of the  
defect so that immediate repairs  
or modifications can be made.

One significant piece of safety 
equipment often taken for granted 
on a daily basis is the Hadrian’s 
Safety Rail fitted to most pilot boats. 
This excellent piece of equipment 
demands much respect but presents 
some unexpected issues when used. 
The report of a recent study on this 
can be found on the UKMPA web- 
site under Technical/Various  
http://tinyurl.com/ctggxjj

Following the successful 125th 
Conference in September, 
proceedings of the closed session  
are available for members at  
www.ukmpa.org, whilst the 
presentations can be found  
at www.ukmpa2013.co.uk. 
It was extremely gratifying that  
after many years of unsuccessful 
invitations to his predecessors, 
we were able to hear the shipping 
minister Stephen Hammond MP 
address conference.

Owing to a serious illness from which 
he is almost fully recovered, John 
Clandillon-Baker was unable to attend 
conference to deliver his final report 
as editor of The Pilot. His 15 years of 
service were intended to be marked 
by the presentation of a suitably 
engraved wine carafe and glasses. 
The presentation was eventually made 
on behalf of all UKMPA members over 
dinner in London a few weeks later. 
Mike Robarts now has the challenge 
of maintaining the high quality of our 
journal, which is read world-wide,  
in both hard and online formats,  
and is much respected.

Fans of You-Tube will be aware of 
the dramatic video captured during 
Cowes Week 2011 involving the 
tanker Hanne Knutsen and the yacht 
Atalanta of Chester. The case came  
to trial in October, when the yacht 
skipper was found guilty of the 
charges against him.  
http://tinyurl.com/pwr72u9

One of the two pilots on board Hanne 
Knutsen has emphasized that the 
display of correct day signals and the 
use of sound signals was an important 
(perhaps fundamental) aspect of the 
success of the prosecution. He also 
advises that if appearing as a witness 
in court, ensure that you are properly 
aware of the court procedures and 
the appropriate manner in which 
to answer questions likely to be 
aggressively posed by the opposition, 
whether prosecutor or defendant. 

The proposed EU Ports regulation 
process continues with the draft report 

of the EU Parliament’s rapporteur M. 
Fleckstein being recently published. 
Amendment 13 recommends 
“pilotage should be exempt from the 
market access provisions laid down in 
Chapter II of this Regulation”. Whilst 
this is very encouraging, our efforts 
with colleagues in EMPA will not 
be relaxed until we are completely 
sure that this important proposed 
amendment is fully adopted and 
enacted. Please do not forget the 
importance of inviting your MP/MEP 
to accompany you on a pilotage act, 
in order to properly inform them of 
matters upon which they are expected 
to make judgement and decisions. 

Discipline – Events in one member 
district have prompted research into 
the conduct of disciplinary procedures 
and hearings. If you are likely to be 
involved in a disciplinary action on 
either side, you are strongly advised 
to study the information on the ACAS 
website at www.ACAS.org.uk  
without delay.

Communications – If you are not yet 
involved, take a look at the UKMPA 
Linkedin group discussions and also 
@UKPILOTS Twitter feed, which 
is gathering popularity for pilotage 
relevant maritime news updates while 
enhancing UKMPA public exposure. 

Our profession is increasingly under 
scrutiny, within the industry, political 
circles, and through increased 
television interest, the general public. 
It is imperative that the highest  
level of professional standards is 
maintained in skills, procedures and 
image. Are you personally confident 
that your professional image is the 
best it can be? – Food for thought  
and a little introspection, perhaps.

As you read this, Christmas and the 
New Year celebrations will be on the 
near horizon. For those who will be 
keeping UK trade flowing throughout 
the holiday period, be safe. For those 
able to enjoy the festivities, remember 
those afloat. Above all, my very best 
wishes to all for a peaceful Christmas 
and safe and prosperous 2014.
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Members will be pleased to learn that the future of the magazine 
is assured, since Mike Robarts has agreed to take over from 
me as editor. Many of you have remarked upon the improved, 
professional formatting and layout of the last issue that was 
produced by Mike’s wife, Kerry. 

I had planned to formalise the handover at the conference but an 
unplanned health scare whilst in France meant that I was unable 
to attend this year. Fortunately, I am well on the road  
to a full recovery and since I will still be assisting Mike for the 
next few issues I am planning to attend next year’s conference  
in Liverpool so that I can hand over the remnants of my  
editor’s pencil.

Having been advised by my consultant that a daily glass of good 
red wine would be beneficial (vive la France!) my recovery has 
been greatly assisted by a wonderful wine decanter and two 
delightfully large glasses which Don & John Pearn presented 
to me on behalf of the UKMPA at the Trattoria Verdi restaurant 
in London. It therefore gives me great pleasure to offer a toast 
to the good health of UK pilotage in general and to UKMPA 
members in particular. Cheers!

Editorial Handover John Clandillon-Baker 

UKMPA Office details
Transport House 
128 Theobald’s Road 
London  
WC1X 8TN

Tel: 020 7611 2613

Email: 
ukmpaoffice@yahoo.com
Web: www.ukmpa.org

Secretarial support  
provided by Irene Hill
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Mike Morris, Director of the 
Manchester Ship Canal Pilots, 
Executive of the Association and  
Vice President of EMPA, continues  
his hard work at European level 
working with other EMPA members  
to defend pilots.  

This is the third time that the EU has 
tried to introduce a ports package 
which introduces competition in 
pilotage and affect the careers of 
many of our members. 

Mike has travelled in Europe as part  
of a steering group of EMPA members 
in efforts to defend the status of 
pilots. The process is not straight 
forward and Mike’s knowledge of 
parliamentary workings both in the UK 
and Europe has been invaluable. He 
continues to communicate with Brian 
Simpson MEP, who is a member of 
the TRAN Committee (Transport and 
Tourism Committee) and other UK 
MEPs on the proposal, with the other 
members of EMPA communicating 
with their respective MEPs. 

Both Mike and Stein Inge Dahn, 
EMPA President, gave presentations 
on EMPA and the current EU ports 
package proposal at conference.

Here are some of the MEPs of the EU 
parliament involved in the process and 
also key dates. 

Rapporteur: 
Knut Fleckenstein (Germany)

Shadow Rapporteurs:
Georgios Koumoutsakos (Greece)
Philippe de Backer (Belgium)
Karim Zeribi (France)
Philip Bradbourn (UK)
Sabine Wils (Germany)
Jouzas Imbrass (Lithuania)

Dates:
5 November 2013 hearing with 
stakeholders (Pilots are not included)

26 November 2013 presentation 
by Rapporteur

5 December 2013  
Amendment deadline

January 2014  
TRAN committee meeting

February 2014  
Vote at TRAN committee

March 2014 - Plenary vote
 
The article below gives an excellent 
view on the situation and was written 
by journalist Mike Gerber who 
interviewed Mike Morris. (MR)

Marine pilots fear that a document 
which landed on European Union 
legislators’ desks this summer 
contains proposals for regulatory 
changes which could seriously 
undermine their primary role of  
guiding ships safely into and out  
of port. 

Nautilus (UKMPA and Unite) shares 
their anxiety about the plans, which 
form part of a package of port 
liberalisation recommendations  
the European Commission has 
submitted for consideration by  
the European Parliament and the  
Council of Ministers.

The EC document, concocted 
following consultation with various 
‘stakeholders’, lays down a framework 
for establishing ‘market access’ to 
port services. The Commission says it 
has identified issues that may prevent 
port services from being optimally 
organised. It is concerned that market 
access restrictions mean that many 
port services are not subjected to 
strong competitive pressures. 
 

Monopolistic (or what the 
Commission calls ‘oligopolistic’) 
regimes may, it accepts, be justified 
in some situations - but it argues 
these can lead to market abuses. 
 
A significant proportion of shipping 
companies, export-import industries 
and other port users consider that 
services in many EU ports are 
unsatisfactory in terms of price,  
quality and administrative burdens, 
the EC says. The legal elements of  
its proposals relate to ports within  
the EU’s trans-European  
transport network.  

The Commission accepts that port 
managing bodies may impose 
‘minimum requirements’ on service 
providers to cover such things as 
professional qualifications, the 
necessary equipment for maritime 
safety, general safety and security  
and environmental requirements.  
But it argues: ‘These requirements 
should not be used as a way of 
implicitly introducing market barriers.’ 

Not all pilotage will be affected should 
the proposals become regulatory 
reality. Deep Sea pilotage services 
have no direct impact on port 
efficiency, so they do not need to  
be included in the regulation. But 
pilotage services supporting entry 
and exit of ports are firmly in the 
regulators’ sights.

The European Maritime Pilots’ 
Association, which represents more 
than 5,000 pilots from 25 European 
coastal states, wants the entire 
proposed regulation on market 
access to port services scrapped. 
Alternatively, it says, pilotage should 
be left out of the legislation. 

Pilotage, EMPA insists, is not a 
commercial enterprise and pilots 
must be able to refuse any operation 
if its safety is not guaranteed. In 
a competitive environment pilots’ 
dependability will shift from the 
interests of the port community to 
their sole contractual customers,  
the Association warns. 

EU Port Services Regulation Update

Disclaimer: The contents and articles 
within this magazine represent the  
views of the authors and may not 
necessarily reflect those of the 
UKMPA. Authors are responsible  
for ensuring that any content is free 
from any copyright unless credited  
in the text.

Members Details 

If any of your personal details 
such as address, email or  
telephone number have 
changed, please inform us  
at the earliest opportunity,  
so that we can update our 
membership records. New  
details should be sent to  
secretary@ukmpa.org

REMEMBER...
If you are involved in any incident 
(no matter how trivial it may  
seem at the time) it is imperative 
that you complete an incident 
report and forward it to the 
insurance company. 

THE INCIDENT REPORT FORM 
WITH INSTRUCTIONS CAN BE 
DOWNLOADED FROM THE 
UKMPA WEBSITE.

See page 19 for contact details.



Very few people know the UK has 
only two women marine pilots. Still 
fewer know what it took for these 
few women to achieve their senior 
position. The Sea is still almost wholly 
a male business. 

By contrast, the experiences of 
pioneer US women pilots are quite 
well-publicised. One of the first, 
Captain Wagner of San Francisco 
Bay, in the late 1980s said that the 
occasional startled captain asked 
‘Where’s the pilot?’� She told him:  
‘I’m here, Captain! My boat says ‘pilot’ 
on it. My coat says ‘pilot’ on it. My 
radio says ‘pilot’ on it. I’m the pilot!’

In Maryland, some time in 1999, the 
Greek captain of a cargo ship, full 
of sugar and bound for Baltimore, 
exclaimed in surprise, as Captain 
Elizabeth Christman prepared to steer 
his ship for him: ‘I’ve been a captain 
for 50 years, and I’ve never seen a 
woman pilot.’ Christman’s response 
was quick and confident: ‘Well, 

captain, this is your lucky day.’� She 
guided the ship safely through 150 
miles of Chesapeake Bay, one of the 
longest and most difficult piloted runs 
in the country. 

I should be glad to hear from British 
women pilots or from those who 
know about their careers, to help 
me remedy the all-male image of 
sea workers. I am preparing a book 
about on the history of women at sea 
(Women at sea: from cabin ‘boys’ 
to captains, History Press, Stroud, 
forthcoming) and would love to  
speak to female pilots. 

My research in aspects of the 
gendered sea is internationally 
acknowledged as path-breaking and 
has been recognised by the Society 
for Nautical Research by an Anderson 
grant, to help with travel expenses 
incurred when interviewing female 
deck officers, engineers and ROs, 
as well as croupiers, stewardesses, 
nurses, pursers, etc. 

I have a Liverpool seafaring 
background and am interested in 
the sea as a result of Merseyside 
Maritime Museum travelling 
exhibitions. My books include Bold in 
her Breeches: Women pirates across 
the ages, Pandora, London 1995, 
1996 (with Paul Baker), and Risk! 
Women on the Wartime Seas, Yale 
University Press, 2014.

Dr Jo Stanley, FRHistS, is Honorary 
Research Fellow at the Centre for 
Mobilities Research (CeMoRe), 
Lancaster University. 

See her website: www.jostanley.biz 
and blog: 
http://genderedseas.blogspot.com. 

She can  
be reached  
by phone  
01422 823 389  
or email: j_v_stanley 
@hotmail.com 
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According to EMPA vice-president 
Mike Morris, who is a senior Class 1 
pilot in the port of Manchester and an 
executive member of the UK Marine 
Pilots Association (UKMPA), what  
the EC recommends conflicts with  
the legal definition of precisely what  
a pilot is. 

He points to the case of the Esso 
Bernicia - the tanker which collided 
with the jetty at Sullom Voe in the 
Shetland Islands in December 1978, 
spilling some 1,100 tonnes of oil.  
‘The inquiry held in the House of  
Lords defined a pilot as an 
independent professional who is 
engaged by a shipmaster to act as 
a principal and not as the servant or 
agent of any harbour authority,’ he 
notes. ‘The most important aspect of 
this definition is the word independent. 
A pilot, although not insensitive to 
commercial expediency, is not acting 
under commercial pressure as is the 
shipmaster. Thus a pilot will only carry 
out the pilotage act only when he feels 
that the act can be undertaken safely 
with due regard to all factors. 

‘Pilotage is a public service, not only 
protecting the port infrastructure but 
also the public and environment,’ Mr 
Morris stresses. The proposals would 
also, he says, infringe EU principles of 
subsidiarity – under which a function 
ought to be handled by the smallest, 
lowest, or least centralised authority 
capable of addressing it effectively. 
Under subsidiarity, each member  
state should be able to define its  
own best practice, and EMPA 
maintains that pilotage is best 
regulated at local level to take into 
account local conditions and 
circumstances - as acknowledged  
in IMO Resolution A.960.

‘One size does not fit all,’ says Mr 
Morris. ‘Europe would do well to 
study history. Over 200 years ago in 
one of the earliest statements in the 
US Congress, pilotage was deemed 
a state function, a public service to 
ensure safety. It still is today.’ 

He refutes the argument that 
competition in pilotage would bring 
costs down while maintaining present 
safety levels. Costs, he says, would 

increase as there are no economies 
of scale as with a single provider, 
and private companies might also be 
tempted to increase profits by cutting 
down on standards of training: ‘Each 
competing pilotage service in the 
port would have to provide their own 
pilot launches, train their own pilots 
and provide their own equipment. 
They would effectively cherry-pick the 
best jobs, which would leave the less 
financially attractive vessels unviable.’ 
Under competitive pilotage, safety 
and security would be jeopardised 
with decisions based on commercial 
factors, not safety, Mr Morris fears. ‘At 
present, under the IMO resolution A.                      
960 annex 2, a pilot has the right to 
refuse pilotage when the ship to be 
piloted poses a danger to the safety  
of navigation or to the environment,’ 
he points out. ‘If the pilot was 
dependent on keeping his job, he  
will carry out the act regardless of  
the risk involved.’ 

Nautilus shares these misgivings 
over the EU’s deregulatory approach 
to pilotage and other port services, 
and the Union has been part of 
the European Transport Workers’ 
Federation opposition to previous 
attempts to introduce a directive  
along these lines. 

With the ever-increasing pressure 
to reduce pilotage costs there is the 
potential for unfair competition to 
prevail, so reducing the standards 
of pilotage, Nautilus warns. It 
is therefore essential that pilots 
remain independent and free 
from unnecessary interference by 
destructive port management regimes 

- particularly given the increased 
number of ships masters’ who are 
not EU nationals, many with limited 
English language capabilities and 
unfamiliar with local waters. 

Other bodies that have voiced 
concern include the European Sea 
Ports Organisation, the British Ports 
Association, the UKMPA and many 
national administrations.

What should give EU ministers and 
parliamentarians serious pause for 
thought is the experience of other 
countries that have experimented 
with liberalisation, where, EMPA says, 
safety standards have been reduced 
and the costs to shipowners have 
risen. Argentina is a prime example. 
On the River Plate, Argentinean pilots 
share the same channel and boats  
as Uruguayan pilots, almost on the 
same river track. 

The Uruguayan pilots are strictly 
regulated by their government and 
their costs are almost exactly half of 
those charged by the Argentinean 
pilots. And International Group of P&I 
Clubs statistics bear out that there 
have been more incidents involving 
the Argentinean pilots.

EMPA also cites evidence from 
Australia, Romania and Denmark. 
Australia introduced competitive 
pilotage in 1993 on the Great Barrier 
Reef, with three private companies 
licensed as pilotage providers. Since 
then, there have been five collisions 
and nine groundings, the most recent 
involving the tanker Atlantic Blue in 
the Torres Strait by the Great Barrier 
Reef in 2009. The incident resulted in 

a major review of pilotage in the strait 
and the Great Barrier Reef. In Ports of 
Australia operated ports, which are still 
strictly regulated by the government, 
there have been no major incidents.

In Romania, three pilotage services 
vie for ships. The cost of pilotage 
rocketed as the private providers 
attempted to recoup their outlay,  
while many accidents have resulted  
as corners were cut in training.  
And in Denmark, since competitive 
pilotage was introduced in 1988, the 
cost of pilotage has risen some 20% 
in real terms.

Captain Frédéric Moncany de Saint-
Aignan, president of the French 
Maritime Pilots Federation and 
vice-president of the International 
Maritime Pilots Association, believes 
pilotage should be excluded from 
any commercial liberalisation: ‘If we 
rate port services on a scale linked 

with safety and security, training and 
qualification, public service obligations 
and market access restrictions, it 
becomes obvious that for reasons of 
general interests maritime pilotage is 
different from other port services, thus 
could not be regarded only in terms 
of economic considerations. Maritime 
pilotage is a safety issue and not an 
economic issue.’

So now it is down to the EU 
legislators. Until a final decision 
is made on the EC’s regulatory 
recommendations, there will be no 
let-up in the pilots’ campaign. Capt 
de Saint-Aignan speculates on the 
timeframe: ‘Nobody expects any final 
decision before the end of the present 
legislature and most probably the text 
will not be adopted under the current 
legislature of the EU Parliament. It 
could occur at the earliest mid-2015, 
with the new EU Parliament and new 
EU Commission. In that case nobody 

could say what will be the attitude of
the next Parliament and Commission 
regarding this proposal. But nothing  
is sure.’

He adds: ‘In the coming months,  
we will continue our discussions 
and contacts with all involved 
stakeholders to ascertain that 
in no cases maritime safety and 
environmental protections would 
be put at risk by the EU regulation 
draft. Everyone has to remember 
that the first condition for a port to be 
competitive is to get safe, secure, fast 
and reliable nautical access for ships. 
It’s what marine pilots are made for.’

Article reproduced with the kind 
permission of Nautilus International.

Members should be aware of the 
recent press release by EMPA 
welcoming the pilotage exemption 
on market access proposed by 
Rapporteur Knut Fleckenstein.  

Women Pilots  Jo Stanley
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HQS Wellington on Victoria 
Embankment once again gave a 
convivial venue for the 125th Annual 
general meeting and conference of 
the Association. The conference was 
a two day event which started with a 
social gathering of members, wives 
and guests at the Old Bank pub in 
London the evening before. One 
of the highlights of the conference 
was the attendance of the Shipping 
Minister, whose speech to members 
acknowledged the importance of  
our profession and the contribution  
of the work of the association.

Chairman’s report  
Don Cockrill officially opened the 
AGM and conference on Wednesday 
25 September 2013. The Chairman’s 
report to conference contained 
many important items of what the 
Association had been involved with 
and the many difficult situations, 
including legislation both being 
implemented and proposed faced   
by the profession we all work in.  
Don reported that he and the Section 
Committee had worked tirelessly at 
many events to raise the profile of 
the Association in many key areas 
of the maritime sector, all of which 
contributed to a successful year.

Earlier in the year Don Cockrill and 
Nick Cutmore, Secretary General 
IMPA, along with Nautilus and Unite, 
gave evidence to the Transport 
Select Committee (TSC) inquiry 
into Marine Pilotage. Since the TSC 
report, Don was pleased to announce 
that the Association now meets 

regularly with the Department for 
Transport (DfT). This is a growing 
relationship. Meetings continue and 
recently the Association Executives 
gave a presentation to DfT officials 
about  the role of the pilot. Don 
emphasised the need to continue 
networking in the maritime sector 
and to be involved with as many of 
the  steering groups as possible to 
improve our profile.  

Work is ongoing with Unite the Union 
and also with Nautilus working in 
partnership with the Association in 
interests of professionalism. Don 
discussed at some of the ports 
issues regarding the Pilots National 
Pension Fund (PNPF). He gave an 
update by Joe Wilson PNPF Trustee.

Don briefed delegates on how the 
Association communicates with  
the outside world, using social 
networks, such as Twitter and 
Linkedin. He outlined ideas to 
increase this presence. 

President’s report  
Don welcomed the President  
of the Association, Lord Tony  
Berkeley OBE. Tony addressed the  
conference and reviewed current 

maritime affairs. This included 
matters at Parliament level here 
in the UK and in Europe where 
there are a number of forthcoming 
debates. He was particularly 
warmed by the level of professional 
work carried out by members 
and how the presence of the 
Association has developed in the 
maritime industry. He focused on 
the current economic situation and 
how modern deep sea container 
terminals face overcapacity. This 
places commercial pressures on 
ports and difficulties in investment 
with regard to future energy needs. 
He personally thanked Don Cockrill 
for his hard work and achievements 
and went on to add that he had 
been President with four previous 
Chairman and that the role of the 
Chair is an onerous one. Association 
members needed to ensure that a 
proper representation is maintained 
in London. Members should give 
appropriate support for the Chair.

Treasurer’s report  
Bob Watt presented the annual 
budget, which was accepted. 
He informed members that 
subscriptions will rise in the next 
financial year. The membership has 
enjoyed four years of annual fees 
at the same level. This is down to 
consolidation in particular areas of 
expenditure and to tight budgeting.  
Direct debits have been introduced, 
increasing the efficiency of the 
treasurer’s work, enabling other 

Conference report and 
House of Lords dinner
Mike Robarts

activities of fund management to 
increase the working efficiency of  
the Association’s funds. 

Special Awards  
Honorary Associate life memberships 
were awarded to Geoff Taylor 
and Norman McKinney for their 
outstanding work and contribution, 
which still continues.

Shipping Minister’s address 
Don welcomed Stephen Hammond 
MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary 
of State for Transport. The Minister 
paid tribute to the work of pilots 
and spoke about  co-operation to 
encourage growth in the maritime 
sector. He stressed the importance  
of maritime trade to the UK.

He welcomed the success of  
London International Shipping Week, 
as a demonstration of the skills of 
Maritime UK and its ability to respond 
to demand as the UK emerges from 
recession. He touched on the Marine 
Navigation Act and the proposed 
European package on Port services. 
He thanked the Association for its 
involvement in the Transport Select 
Committee and its presentation to 
the DfT about the work of pilots.  
Don Cockrill presented the  
Minister with a book on the history 
of the Association. The full address 
given to conference by Stephen 
Hammond can be found on the 
conference website.

Technical and Training Committee 
(T&TC)
Nick Lee, Chairman of the T&TC, 
identified team members and their 
work, which included the AZIPILOT 
project, AZIPILOT guide book and 
Peer Support. Nick introduced the 
Marine Pilots certificate scheme, 
and explained how the certificate 
would be implemented and the 

challenges faced. He reviewed 
pilot ladder safety, feeling that the 
MCA were lethargic in responding 
to unsafe ladders. He urged pilots 
to take photos of unsafe ladders 
for evidence. Nick introduced  the 
T&TC’s report into Hadrian’s safety 
rail system.

Secretary’s report
Members were told that current level 
membership numbers have grown, 
even with consolidation in pilot 
authorisations at some ports.  
The continued growth indicates  
the Association’s strength in 
supporting members.

New application forms are being 
prepared, including online. Jason 
Wiltshire, local secretary for Dover,   
is membership secretary.

Members are reminded to keep their 
username and password are up to 
date for the UKMPA website. 

Some members over the past 
period have had the use of 
Unite membership, mainly for 
help in industrial relations and in 
negotiations of terms and conditions 
of employment and with pension 
issues. Unite also has an education 
programme offering a wide range of 
courses, from Industrial negotiations, 
health and safety, Accident and 
Incident investigation to IT skills and 
pensions. Members are encouraged 
to make use of these facilities.  
The education courses brochure 
is available on the Unite website, 
where members will find they can 
benefit from help with Wills, legal 
representation and home and life 
insurance. You are encouraged to 
contact your local Unite office and 
form a rapport with them.

As required by the Association’s 
constitution, the executives and 

deputies of section committee 
for Regions 3 and 4 must offer 
themselves for re-election. The 
deputy’s position for Region 4  
was vacant and Peter Carmichael 
of Dundee was duly elected and 
Bob Watt was re-elected (for Region 
4). Both Peter Lightfoot and John 
Parnaby were duly re-elected for 
Region 3.

An important note. The Association 
has considered whether it is 
required to register with the ICO for 
compliance with the Data Protection 
Act 1998. From guidance issued by 
the ICO the Association is exempt 
but will, of course, follow any 
guidance issued by the ICO in the 
Guide to Good Practice. 

Before Conference, John Pearn 
held an annual meeting in London 
with brokers Ken Pound of Bisso 
and Drew Smith of Circle Insurance. 
The first session of the meeting 
included representatives from 
the underwriters of the policy at 
Lloyds of London. The meeting is 
important for the opportunities it 
offers to discuss current issues in 
the Insurance market and allows 
confidential discussions on current 
claims relating to bespoke insurance 
policies that Association members 
hold. It shows the strength and 
professionalism of our team  
in representing members’  
insurance interests.

Circulars regarding insurance are 
sent regularly to members. Drew 
Smith of Circle Insurance gave  
an address on insurance to  
conference delegates.

Open Sessions

Michael Read Leigh  
Department for Transport
Michael is present for the meetings 
held between the Association and 
the DfT. His presentation began with 
brief introductions to key figures and 
their relationships within the Dft and 
other government organisations. 
He emphasized Government’s 
underlining of the importance of the 
maritime sector and the handling of 
legislation, such as ‘cut the red tape 
challenge’ intended to assist 



Day 2 of conference 
This consisted of very informative 
education presentations.

Tim Crowch a former airline pilot has 
been working in the human elements 
of bridge resource management in 
shipping. His excellent presentation 
stressed the importance of a pilot 
and highlighted the importance of a 
command of communications and 
how these can best be employed 
effectively. He also spoke forcefully 
about communication in bridge team 
relationships. His presentation is 
available on the conference website 
and will reward close study. 
 
He has continued his work with 
the Liverpool pilots MRM course, 
which continues to receive excellent 
reviews. The Pilot magazine will 
hopefully have more articles on  
this work in future editions.

Jeremy Dale is the Director of Sea 
Safe and has been involved in and 
supported pilot safety for many 
years. His presentation, given with 
the aid of power point and video 
production, was on pilot personal 
safety. The video production looked 
at a staged pilot falling from the 
ladder and considered what should 
be done when first in the water.  
He illustrated the danger signs and 
symptoms of injuries, dry drowning 
and hypothermia.

Pilots have known John Simpson for 
many years. He is a former pilot who 
now works as a Marine Consultant 

specialising in marine casualties and 
salvage. John talked about how  
he has used his professional 
knowledge to further a marine  
career, and explained how his  
career had taken a different route 
from the one he thought when  
initially entering pilotage.  

Martin Maloney is a surveyor and 
hydrographer with Anthony D. Bates 
LLP. He presented the topic ‘Thinking 
inside the box’ as a way of looking   
at dredging campaigns by CHAs   
and the declaring of depths, 
especially in berth boxes. This 
informative and relevant topic is 
available on the conference website.

Tom Wooley is Director of Targe 
Towing and Chairman of the British 
Tug Association. As a Director he  
has been involved with the design 
and contracts of modern tugs.   
He discussed the issue of charters, 
appointing towage, and the fit 
for purpose of many modern tug 
designs, pointing out recent serious 
accidents occurring to tugs.

The Pilot magazine hopes to have 
more articles from Tom Wooley, as 
part of the Association’s continued 
activity in close contact with the BTA.

Mike Harrison of Inshore fenders 
spoke about modern fendering found 
in ports and also as mobile units. 
There was discussion on the topics 
of design and impact assessments, 
as well as design in combination with 
modern ports and terminals. 

He was also able to give guidance 
on what to look out for in poor 
fendering arrangements that often 
result in damage, even with the 
lightest of touches!

William Long is a former Royal 
Navy helicopter pilot and currently 
works for Eurocopter. He gave a 
lighthearted presentation on the 
benefits of helicopter operations.    
He openly discussed the challenges 
of the operations and costs involved 
and gave examples of how and 
where operations could be set up.

Closing the conference, John Pearn 
presented gifts to Don Cockrill and 
Peter Lightfoot for their hard work  
in organising the conference.  
It was highly successful, with 
attendance by Government 
figures and with many interesting 
presentations on a wide range of 
issues in pilot operations. 

Members can view the minutes  
of Conference by logging on  
to the UKMPA website, where  
can be found some of the  
education presentations.
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economic growth. Some of the 
key points of this are deregulation, 
localism, non-regulatory measures 
and relationships with Europe. He 
reviewed issues relating to the Marine 
Navigation Bill 2013 and how this  
fits in with the PMSC Guide to  
Good Practice. 

He then mentioned proposed 
legislation by Europe regarding 
port services and how the UK 
viewed  regulation in this area.   
He went on to explain pilotage 
and port safety and Government’s 
maritime priorities.

Michael Read Leigh’s presentation is 
available on the conference website.

Stein Inge Dahn  
President of EMPA 
Conference delegates welcomed 
Stein Inge Dahn, President of EMPA, 
who gave a very good presentation 
and update on European aspects 
of the EU ports services proposal, 
which continues to be one of 
the Association’s focal points in 
protecting members and their 
careers from deregulation and 
any competition in pilotage. The 
Association also has Mike Morris 
from Manchester pilots, who is a  
Vice President of EMPA, and is  
active in representing UK interests,  
in partnership with EMPA, concerning 
current levels of work in the EU.

Nick Cutmore  
Secretary General of IMPA  
Nick spoke to delegates of the 
importance of working together as 
an Association and as IMPA. The 
IMO has held recent navigational 
meetings, and IMPA is privileged 
as an NGO to be able to benefit 
from pilots’ experience and to be 
able to say ‘only yesterday I was 
on a ship…’ It goes a long way 
when you have recent and relevant 
experience among members. He 
congratulated the Association on the 
IMPA2012 Congress, which was an 
overwhelming success.

House of Lords Dinner
Members and their guests had 
the honour of invitations from the 
President of the Association, Lord 
Tony Berkeley, to dine at the House. 
The evening event started with a 
tour and history of the Houses of 
Parliament. Those attending were 
shown the entrances to the House 
of Lords and House of Commons. 
Pre-dinner drinks were served at the 
House bar, after which members and 
guests took their seats in the dinner 
room, having been ceremonially 
invited by the Toast Master. This was 
a very privileged occasion, marked 
with a grand menu and by many 
bottles of fine wine.  

It is often forgotten that all UKMPA  
members are also members of IMPA  
& EMPA and with so many issues  
currently common to pilots around  
the World, membership of both these  
associations is of great importance.

UKMPA members should therefore regularly 
visit the IMPA & EMPA websites which have 
both recently been updated and register for 
the members’ areas:

IMPA: www.impahq.org
EMPA: www.empa-pilots.org

a quick note about... IMPA & EMPA
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The week of September 12th saw  
the start of London International 
Shipping Week (LISW). This marked 
the first of a series of events, 
conferences, workshops and 
receptions, aimed at supporting and 
marketing the importance of London 
as a shipping centre and the UK  
as a maritime nation. 

During the week receptions 
were hosted by many shipping 
organisations and institutes, guests 
including representatives from 
Government, such as the Shipping 
Minister, and London Mayor Boris 
Johnson. Several events, hosted  
by the maritime services, were 
designed to display UK expertise  
in maritime services – especially the 
insurance, legal and financial sectors. 
Open invitations were extended to 
delegates, to attend annual general 
meetings of many principal shipping 
organisations, such as Intermanager, 
Baltic Exchange, Shipping 
Professionals Network and the 
International Chamber of Shipping. 
All these events were intended to 
demonstrate the strong network 
potential of London as a  
maritime cluster.

Towards the end of the LISW there 
was a gala dinner. Our Association 
was represented by Don Cockrill, 
Chairman, John Pearn,  
Vice-Chairman, Mike Robarts, 
Secretary, James Manson, Europilots, 
Jeff Miles, London pilot.. Over 
400 delegates descended on the 
conference, ranging from government 

officials, consulate representatives, 
ship owners and operators, trade 
associations and maritime services 
providers. It was important that 
the Association had a presence: it 
registered the importance of pilots 
and their skills, expertise and the 
contribution we bring to the maritime 
sector. It was an important occasion 
for the Association to take advantage 
of networking opportunities.

The conference was hosted by 
Willis Group, and was held in their 
prestigious buildings, just opposite 
Lloyd’s of London. Interestingly, 
founded in 1828 Willis is one of the 
oldest insurance groups, with a 
rich heritage in insurance markets. 
It serves the maritime sector, as 
well as other major industries. 
Some key events in insurance 
remain insuring the ill-fated Titanic 
and Hindenburg. Willis Group has 
also been responsible for insuring, 
for NASA, the lunar vehicle, 
affectionately known as the moon 
buggy. Its brokerage has also aided 
reconstruction of the New World 
Trade Center and insurance for the 
maiden flight of the new airbus.

The LISW conference opened 
with speeches by key figures from 
the maritime industry. Jeremy 
Penn, Chief Executive of the Baltic 
Exchange, and Koji Sekimizu, 
Secretary General of the IMO, 
spoke about the history of London’s 
maritime influence. Koji Sekimizu 
addressed conference about 
sustainable maritime development, 

focusing on what he regards as the 
three pillars of this development: 
economic sustainability, 
environmental sustainability, and 
social sustainability. Jim Stewart, 
Chairman of Maritime UK, spoke 
about working together to create 
new growth and opportunities.  
He outlined the history of the UK 
maritime sector and the rich talent it 
offers to international shipping. Lord 
Green of Hurstpierpoint, a Minister 
for Trade and Transport, explained 
the UK’s role in the global shipping 
market. Delegates then applauded 
the presence of the Rt. Hon. 
Lord Mayor of London, Alderman 
Roger Grifford, who spoke of his 
background in finance. He stressed 
the importance of the maritime 
sector in the City by giving a 
fascinating picture of the vast range 
of maritime employment within the 
Square Mile; he affirmed the trust the 
City has established in international 
trade. Dr Martin Stopford,  
President of Clarkson’s Research,  
a well-known economist and  
author, gave a jovial presentation  
on shipping cycles at present.

After a short break delegates headed 
back the session titled ‘Propelling 
world trade’. This involved a panel  
of speakers from senior management 
in shipping organisations. These 
included Doug Barrow, CEO of 
Maritime London, Nigel Anton, of 
Global Head of Finance, Standard 
Chartered Bank, whose presentation 
was on ‘Banking on a recovery’, 
Dominic Casserley, CEO Willis 
Group, whose presented on 
‘Managing marine risks in a volatile 
world’, and Denis Petropoulos, 
Director of Breamar Shipping 
Services, who spoke about London’s 
global role in shipbroking services. 

A plenary session took the form 
of a panel debating ‘What makes 
a first class maritime centre?’ The 
moderator was Sean Moloney, who 
put key questions to the panellists, 
who included Grantley Berkeley, 
Chairman of the International 
Chamber of Shipping, Mariella 
Bottigiliera, Managing Director of 
Giuseppe Bottigliera shipping

London International 
Shipping Week  Mike Robarts

All images in this article reproduced with kind permission of London International Shipping Week 

company, Roberto Cazzulo, 
Chairman of IACS, and Phillip Roche 
of Norton Rose Fullbright LLP. After 
the panel debate the floor was 
opened to questions from delegates, 
before Stephen Hammond MP, 
Minister for Shipping and Ports, 
addressed the conference.

The afternoon saw an interesting 
presentation on maritime security  
and the situation in the Gulf of 
Aden, a topical point for those in 
international shipping. Of special 
interest for all mariners was the 
topic introduced by Admiral George 
Zambellas, KCB DSC, First Sea  
Lord and Chief of Staff, some of  
his senior staff, and James Hugh  
Deputy, Head of Security Policy  
in the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, which covered maritime 
security and, particularly, piracy.  
They discussed how 27 different 
nations are involved in successful 
efforts to deter piracy and drive down 
attempts to hijack ships. They spoke 

about other maritime threats facing  
a UK fleet, now the fifth largest in  
the world, and showed challenges 
and changes we may face in the 
maritime sector.  

The closing session was opened by 
Mark Brownrigg, Director General of 
UK Chamber of Shipping, on how 
shipping is coping with environmental 
compliance. This was followed by 
Tom Boardley of Lloyd’s Register, 
who gave a most interesting 
presentation on new technologies 
and the next generation of ships. 
Peter Hinchcliffe, the final speaker, 
asked ‘Are environmental regulations 
pushing a struggling industry closer 
to the edge?’. He then handed 
discussion to a group of panellists, 
Julian Bray, editor of Tradewinds, 
mediating a debate entitled  
‘Platform for world 
growth’. Panellists 
included John Denholm, 
President of BIMCO, 
John Luke, Head of 
Shipping KPMG,  
Jens Martin Jensen, 
CEO Frontline 
Management, Roger 
Janson, President of 
Cargill Ocean Transport, 
and Katharina Stanzel, 
Intertanko, all making  
a wide mixture of 

shipping associations, commodity 
owners and ship operators, but whose 
variety all spiced a serious yet  
light-hearted debate.

The LISW week provided invaluable 
insights into the business side of 
shipping, from key figures of the 
maritime sector giving their views 
on how the shipping industry is 
performing and how London and  
the UK are centre for shipping. 

www.londoninternationalshippingweek.com

The evening Gala dinner was held 
at the Grosvenor Hotel, in Park 
Lane. This was a prestigious venue 
and occasion. The Association was 
represented by Lord Tony Berkeley, 
President, Don Cockrill, Chairman, 
John Pearn, Vice-Chairman, and 
Nick Cutmore, IMPA.

Merchant Navy medal gains approval 
as a national honour  Matt Easton

The Merchant Navy Medal has been 
a maritime industry-sponsored  
Medal since 2005. It is awarded by  
a committee, made up of industry-
wide experts and others from across 
the UK and its Dependent Territories. 
It recognises acts of courage afloat, 
or meritorious service within the 
Merchant Navy. As an unofficial 
medal it is not at present recognised 
within the Order of Wear. 

However, a decision was made, 
some two years ago, to seek Royal 

Approval for the medal to become 
a National Honour. The Department 
for Transport (DfT) agreed to support 
the request, after questions were 
raised in both Houses of Parliament. 
A proposal was then put forward to 
the Honours, Grants and Decorations 
Committee of the Cabinet Office, and 
ultimately to Her Majesty The Queen, 
who graciously agreed to include it 
among the Honours Awards.

Many details have yet to be decided, 
including its formal name. In the 

meantime, the DfT welcomes  
the proposal that the current 
committee acts in an advisory 
capacity to recommend awards.  
It is anticipated that the existing 
medal will continue in its present 
form until the first National  
Honours are awarded, hopefully  
in 2016. 

Matt Easton is a Liverpool Pilot, and  
is Chairman of the Merchant Navy  
Medal Committee



Post-Christmas, and feeling a bit 
fat and jaded I saw an advert in 
the International Pilots Association 
Magazine for the Mission to Seafarers’ 
Flying Angel Ride. 75 miles around 
the New Forest - I have the bike, 
need a challenge, and have time  
to train - how hard can it be?

28 April 2013. Up bright and early 
with my son in law, Nicholas Little, 
who only the week before had 
decided to keep me company. A 
lovely bright sunny morning, but 
white with frost and temperature -5 
degrees. Loaded the bikes on to 
the car and drove to Brockenhurst, 
by which time the temperature 
had soared to zero. Lulled by the 
sheltered warmth in the car park  
we decided to wear shorts!

We were sent on our way with a 
prayer from the Missions to Seafarers 
General Secretary Rev. Andrew 
Wright and with warnings from the 
nice lady organiser:

1. Mind the New Forest ponies and 
cattle: they don’t give way  
to anything;

2. Mind the cattle grids, because they 
injure a lot of cyclists; and

3. Mind the locals: they hate cyclists 

and would rather drive over than 
around you!

So, Health and Safety dealt with, 
and driven by the power of prayer, 
we set off just after 9 o’clock. Five 
minutes later, and less than half a 
mile in, suffering wind chill and the 
biggest goose bumps I have ever 
seen, we stopped and dug in our 
saddle bags for warmer layers. Ten 
minutes, and still less than a mile 
in, we were stopped by the terrible 
rattling of Nick’s bike. We discovered 
that this was caused by his pump 
coming unclipped and catching in his 
pedals. No problem to fix, once we 
realised what it was. But there was an 
air of things not going well as the sun 
disappeared behind a low overcast 
sky. It was still very cold.

Nick and I now settled into a bit of a 
rhythm. Cyclists lycra had long since 
disappeared over the horizon. We 
were leading a group best described 
as the baggy shorts brigade. We 
passed through pretty villages, 
passed Beaulie, where cars queued 
to get into the famous Beaulie Boat 
Jumble, and dodged around ponies 
standing obstinately in the road. 

They were apparently comatose 
from the cold.

At twenty five miles we arrived at the 
first water and snack stop, where the 
most popular item was a huge box 
of jelly babies. Pockets stuffed we 
set off on a section best described 
as ‘undulating’, not hilly like Wales 
but, nevertheless, up and down. I 
am sure somebody told me the New 
Forest was fairly flat… By forty miles 
the legs were hurting, but we kept 
going. I have ridden further than forty 
miles before and not hurt like this; it 
must have been the cold.

At fifty miles, another break and 
more jelly babies, then ever onward. 
At about sixty miles the pain in the 
legs cleared and the last hour was 
almost pleasant. We arrived back in 
Brockenhurst just after 4 o’clock  
to cheers from the crowd and a  
hog roast.

Many thanks to ABP, my colleagues, 
ex-seafarers, friends, family and 
the many pilots who sponsored 
me. I raised a thousand pounds for 
a worthwhile cause. I was the top 
individual fundraiser for the event. 

Gordon Harries is a Swansea and Port Talbot Pilot

In an event kindly sponsored by the 
Milford Haven Port Authority, twenty 
one pilots from Bristol, Milford Haven, 
Manchester, Liverpool, Forth, Tees, 
Tyne and Humber met in September 
at Aldwark Manor, near York, for the 
thirty seventh meeting of the  
Maritime Pilots Golfing Society. 
Blessed by warm dry sunny  
weather the meeting was a great 
success, and a good time, both  
on and off the golf course, was  
had by all.

The Winners were:

Hawkestone Cup:  
Mark Szymura (Milford Haven)    

Wilmslow Cup: Dave Holgate  
(Tees) & D Howieson (Forth)

Pilots Cup: Jim Fortnum (ex Humber)       

Milford Haven Cup:  
Bill  Fairbairn (Tees)    
Jim Purvis  
Mark Szymura  (Milford Haven)

Nearest Pin:  
Tom Purvis  (Tyne).

It was a pleasure to welcome back 
Chester Rickards (Bristol pilot) after 

his knee ops, and also Mark Szymura 
(Milford Haven pilot), for his first 
attendance.

The next meetings are in May 2014 
at Breadsall Priory, Derby, and 
September 2014 at Hellidon Lakes, 
Daventry. Those interested should 
call Peter Ryder on 01646 600711, 
or email him: pilotlight10@hotmail.
com. All pilots retired and working 
are welcome. The society caters to all 
standards of play, having members 
from 3 h`cap up to 25 h`cap.

A note for readers:
The Pilots golf competition has a long 
tradition, and I for one thoroughly 
enjoy playing golf and meeting and 
socialising with other pilots. I was 
warmly welcomed and felt at ease 
with my fellow colleagues. So I am 
asking other working pilots who have 
never been to one of these meetings 
to consider joining in and playing.

With regards to the golf, I am not 
a club member and only play once 
in a while. The competition proved 
very enjoyable, as were the evening 
meals, and I should like to thank 
all the pilots I met for their kind 
welcome and Peter Rider for all his 
efforts organising accommodation, 
golf and prizes. More working pilots 
are needed to swell numbers, so 
please consider next year’s events 
and put your name down  
to participate.

Mark Szymura (Milford Haven Pilot)
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Great North Run  Mike Robarts

George Mills was sponsored by 
the Association to participate in the 
Great North Run an event which 
is held annually. George has taken 
part in most years since 1983 and to 
add fun to it he now does it in fancy 
dress. The run allows participants to 
enter for fun, charity or to compete.  
The event which starts at the Tyne 
bridge follows a course through 
Tyneside finishes in South Shields.  
It is estimated that there are now 
over 55,000 entrants for the race 
with many more than this figure 
supporting the runners and event.
George is pictured in fancy dress 
handing over the cheque to the RNLI.

Pilots’ Golf
Peter Ryder 

Mission bike ride  Gordon Harries



Charlie Wood 
retired at the end 
of September 
after 24 years 
piloting in Fowey. 
Charlie started  
his seagoing 

career with the British and 
Commonwealth Group in 1969.

During his time there he spent 
a year as 2nd Mate on the SS 
Argyllshire, his favourite ever ship. 
With the decline of the traditional 
cargo ship fleet he left in 1977, 
joining Harrisons(Clyde)Ltd, another 
company he has nothing but praise 
for. In 1981 with the arrival of a 
family he transferred to their offshore 
vessels division, Stirling Shipping, 
where he remained as Master until 
becoming a pilot in 1989. He did 
return to Harrisons in 1991 to spend 
a couple of months as Master on a 
panamax bulk carrier which included 
a transit of the Magellan Straits, 
finally fulfilling that boyhood ambition 
to be the Captain of a “big” ship just 
like his father before him. 

Charlie joined the Fowey pilots in 
1989 which included the port of 
Par. Until the last few years Par 
was also a busy port within the 

district but when that was closed 
and trade declined in Fowey the 
Fowey pilots took on a contract to 
service Plymouth alongside their 
three employed pilots. With Charlie’s 
departure this arrangement came to 
an end. 

At his retirement party his colleagues 
presented him with a beautiful scale 
model of the SS Argyllshire. Along 
with his wife Cindy he has now 
decamped to his house in South 
Africa where he intends to winter  
from now on.

Editor’s note: 
My wife and I had a lovely summer 
break in Cornwall and on one of our 
day trips visited one of Cornwall’s 
hidden treasurers, the town of Fowey. 
Fowey has a long history as a coastal 
port and it is important to remember 
the significance of these small ports 
to their communities. The front cover 
picture is of the lower area of the 
harbour. I would like to thank Captain 
Paul Thomas, Harbourmaster & Pilot 
for the hospitality he showed Kerry 
and I when we visited him. Paul 
shared with us that shortly prior  
to our visit, none other than Sir  
Richard Branson had graced  
his Harbourmaster’s office! 

John joined the London Nautical 
School in Stamford Street, London in 
1953 leaving in 1959 to work during 
the summer for Odell’s passenger 
craft on the Thames.

On the 5th September 1959 he 
travelled on the Orient Express to 
Venice to join the Cape St David as 
indentured apprentice for Mitchell 
Cotts (Saint Line) – he had just turned 
sixteen. The next ship was a trip of 
two years and seven days when the 
company then stopped trading. His 
indentures were transferred to Watts 
spending a happy time as 3rd and 
2nd Mate travelling worldwide.
He joined MacAndrews as 1st Mate 
sailing from London and Liverpool  

to Spain. during this time obtaining 
his Master’s Certificate.

After sailing as Master to the Middle 
East, he returned to the Thames 
joining the GLC Sludge Boats, which 
were working week on week off in the 
70’s, quite unheard of in those days!!
He joined the pilotage service in 1989 
when the PLA were recruiting after 
becoming the CHA for the Thames.   
He swallowed the anchor on 
September 30th this year.
Initially working as a sea pilot he 
shifted to the river, which covers 
Gravesend to London, then as a 
Bridge Pilot covering the district  
to Putney taking in 21 bridges.

Working with Peter Widd 
and John Reid, the other 
two Bridge Pilots, they 
covered some fascinating 
jobs. One of the most 
memorable of these being 
the Concorde coming down 
by barge to be transported 
to Scotland. Another was 
to take Taklift (a heavy 
lift crane barge) up to the 
London Eye and Charing 
Cross Rail Bridge. When the 
forward tugs were through 

one bridge whilst the after end was 
still going through the previous bridge!!

When the Spirit of Chartwell  
came to the Thames she was 
assessed by John and John Reid 
and in 2012 the owner Philip Morrel 
asked if John would be available as 
Master for the Royal River Pageant. 
This was a very great honour, as at 
the same time John was the Master 
of the Honourable Company of 
Master Mariners. After several trials 
some anomalies appeared. As a 
Pilot one cannot be the Captain 
of the Vessel as well, so he had 
to undertake a PEC (which luckily 
he passed.) He had also to take a 
Boatman’s Licence with a Local 
Knowledge Endorsement, which  
he was also relieved to pass!!

John’s last job was HMS Sutherland, 
the adopted ship of the Honourable 
Company of Master Mariners 
which left King George V lock 
which he’d sailed from many times, 
down to Gravesend, but instead 
of disembarking, stayed on to 
Portsmouth.“Captain Al Wilson and 
his staff couldn’t have made it a 
more wonderful last trip.”

John is delighted to have had a  
long and wonderful career.

“When you job is your hobby, 
nothing can be better”.
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Born in Elgin  
in Scotland on  
14 August 1930, 
Ian Christie 
Mackinnon 
joined HMS 
Worcester in 

1945 for pre-sea schooling. In 1947 
he became a cadet in Donaldson 
Line. On passing his Second Mates 
examination, he joined Alfred Holt & 
Co as Fourth Officer.

In October 1954, when Second 
Officer, Ian successfully applied 

to join the Manchester Ship Canal 
Helmsmen’s service. In 1965 he 
was appointed a Second class pilot, 
receiving his First Class licence in 
May 1968. He served as appropriate 
pilot to Manchester Liners from  
1970 until that company ended  
their regular service to Manchester .  
He retired in 1991. 

Playing golf well, Ian was a regular 
player and member of the Eastham 
Lodge Golf Club (near the Eastham 
Pilot Office). He and his wife Aileen 
were season ticket holders at 

Everton and latterly held a  
Tranmere Rovers season ticket.
Ian is sadly missed by Aileen 
and their three daughters, eight 
grandchildren and one great 
granddaughter and known to all 
as Pop. Well known for his sense 
of humour (he had a couple of 
humorous articles on golf published) 
Ian was happiest when surrounded 
by his family and friends. 

Harry Hignett (Manchester Retd.)

Obituary: Ian Christie Mackinnon 1930-2013

Retirement: John Freestone

Retirement: Charlie Wood

David is a highly experienced pilot, 
and Master Mariner who has been  
an integral part of The Port of 
Falmouth for over 65 years. 

He joined The Blue Star Line  
in 1968 and Trinity House as a 
Falmouth Pilot in 1979.

He was a member of the RNLI 
lifeboat crew by the age of 18 and 
in 1985 was awarded their Vellum 
Service Certificate for the service to 
the St Simeon. He then went on to 
serve as the Deputy Launching Authority. 

He is the last of the Trinity House 
Pilots in Falmouth and has clocked 

up a record breaking service in 
excess of 34 years. During this 
time he has safely piloted some 
13,000 ships in and out of the port, 
ranging from Oil Rigs to Submarines, 
ULCCs to Cruise Liners and Tugs to 
Square Riggers. He has also sat on 
all the main safety and operational 
committees in the port. 

Throughout his career, David has 
been a great advocate of shipping 
and Falmouth and has worked hard 
to raise the profile of the port. He 
is a regular shipping reporter on 
BBC Radio Cornwall and has his 
own weekly shipping page in the 

Falmouth Packet. Samples of his 
vast photographic archive of the 
port often feature in the international 
shipping press. In particular he 
has highlighted the strategic and 
commercial importance of Falmouth 
and campaigned tirelessly to improve 
our ports’ facilities, procedures and 
competitiveness. He backs this up 
with frequent talks and lectures at 
appropriate venues throughout the 
year, the National Maritime Museum 
being a particular favourite.

His love of local and maritime history 
is evidenced by his enthusiasm 
and support for the Cornish Pilot 
Gig racing organisations; indeed 
he was recently instrumental in 
raising a significant sum towards 
the construction of a new gig for 
Falmouth named “Black Rock”. 

Furthermore he has written 2 books 
namely “Dodman to Black Head” 
and “Sailing Ship to Super Liner”. 
The proceeds from the latter book 
all go to the Missions to Seafarers, 
an organisation he has supported 
from the start. Indeed he often 
accompanies The Missions’ Padres 
and volunteers on ship visits, and 
has a strong empathy with the 
ships’ crews. A past chairman of the 
Falmouth Pilots Partnership, he has 
put this wealth of knowledge to 
use in mentoring younger pilots and 
actively developing the Falmouth 
Pilot Training Scheme. 

He now lives in Mawnan Smith near 
Falmouth (overlooking Falmouth Bay) 
with his wife Gilly and a menagerie of 
cats, dogs, horses, Shetland ponies 
and chickens.

Jason Willis-Richards

Retirement: David Barnicoat
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POSITION CONTACT TELEPHONE EMAIL/WEB
Chairman Don Cockrill  29 Edith Road 

Faversham, Kent  ME13 8SD
(H) 01795 537310 
(M) 07966 709403

chairman@ukmpa.org

Vice-Chairman John Pearn  The Grange, Hill Mountain
Houghton, Milford Haven 
Pembrokeshire  SA73 1NA

(H) 01646 601556  
(M) 07971 615703    

vice.chairman@ 
ukmpa.org

Treasurer  
(Region 4)

Bob Watt  Maryville, Glasgow Road
Bathgate  EH48 2QR

(M) 07917 443273 treasurer@ukmpa.org

Secretary (Region 2) 
& Editor of The Pilot

Mike Robarts  3 Bradford Drive 
Colchester, Essex  CO4 5FT

(M) 07968 553189 secretary@ukmpa.org  

EMPA VP  
(Region 1)

Mike Morris  1 Oxford Road
Birkdale, Southport  PR8 2JR

(M) 07890 260915 region1@ukmpa.org

Region 3 Peter Lightfoot  18 Regency Park 
Ingleby Barwick, Stockton-on-Tees 
TS17 0QR

(H) 01642 760447   region3@ukmpa.org

Region 5 Martin James  12 Oldfield Close
Heswall, Wirral  CH60 6RL

(H) 01513 484358  
(M) 07850 902560

region5@ukmpa.org

Region 6 Martin Chatterton  Sandhurst, Warren 
Road, Brean, Burnham on Sea TA8 2RR

(H) 01275 751272 region6@ukmpa.org

Europilots 
Representative

Kevin Vallance kevinvallance2002 
@yahoo.co.uk

Chairman, 
Technical & 
Training Committee

Nick Lee t&tc@ukmpa.org

PNPF Capita Hartshead, Radio House  
Thanet Way, Whitstable, Kent  CT5 3QP

01227 774625 pnpf@capita.co.uk

Insurance Drew Smith  Circle insurance
71 Berkeley Street, Glasgow  G3 7DX  

0141 242 4844 drew.smith@
circleinsurance.co.uk

Specialised ship handling training for 
pilots, masters and senior officers
Warsash Maritime Academy’s Ship Handling Centre provides world-
class training using a variety of accurately scaled ship models on a 
purpose-built 10-acre lake.

The Ship Handling Centre is the only one of its kind in the UK, and one of only five in the world.

· Understanding the behaviour of ships is essential to developing skills
· Focus of training is around the demonstration of slow speed control
· Complex and potentially hazardous manoeuvres practised in a scaled environment
· Cost-effective training to enhance competence and refresh skills
· Training principles are contained within IMO resolution for pilots
· Extensive fleet now includes nine models representing 13 vessel types
· A comprehensive range of ship handling training courses for all levels

New for May 2013 - 1:25 scale container ship

· Modelled on a real 365m long, 13,300 TEU vessel
· The most widely used container ship trading globally in the future
· Typical of all large modern container ships for ship handling training

Find out more at:
www.warsashacademy.co.uk

To book, contact us:
Jackie Basford
E: jackie.basford@solent.ac.uk
T: +44 (0)1489 556163

Lairdside Maritime Centre
Port Safety
� Accident Investigation
� Risk Assessment

Studies

ISPS
� Development and

facilitation of Security
Exercises

� PFSOTraining
� AuditorTraining

Port Operations
� PilotTraining
� Ship Handling
� Tug Operations
� EscortTowage

Port Development
� Simulation and analysis of

proposed Harbour Facilities
� Navigation Studies

(eg Wind Farm)

for further information
t: +44 (0)151 647 0494 f: +44 (0)151 647 0498
w: www.lairdside-maritime.com e: lairdside@ljmu.ac.uk

The Institution believes that the 
safety of both the seafarer and the 
maritime environment begins with 
good design, followed by sound 
construction and efficient operation.   
Whilst naval architects and other 
engineers involved in the design, 
construction and operation of 
maritime vessels and structures  
do not have a patent on such issues, 
nonetheless their work can make a 
significant contribution.
 
The Institution also believes that 
it has a role to play in recognising 
achievement of engineers in improving 
safety at sea and the protection of 
the maritime environment. Such 
recognition serves to raise awareness 
and promote further improvements.

The Maritime Safety Award is 
presented by the Institution, in 
association with Lloyd’s Register, 
to an individual, company or 
organisation which has made a 
significant technological contribution 
to improving maritime safety or 
the protection of the maritime 
environment. Such contribution 
can have been made either by a 
specific activity or over a period of 
time. Nominations may be made by 
any member of the global maritime 
community, and are judged by a 
panel of members of the Institution 
and Lloyd’s Register. The Award will 
be announced at the Institution’s 
Annual Dinner.
 
Nominations are now invited for 
the 2013 Maritime Safety Award.  

Individuals may not nominate 
themselves, although employees  
may nominate their company  
or organisation. 

Nominations may be up to 750 
words and should describe the 
technological contribution which the 
individual, company or organisation 
has made in the field of design, 
construction and operation of 
maritime vessels and structures, 

Nominations may be forwarded 
online at www.rina.org.uk/
MaritimeSafetyAward or by email to 
MaritimeSafetyAward@rina.org.uk    
Nominations should arrive  
at RINA Headquarters by  
31 December 2013.

Produced by RINA

UKPMA Executive

All active members should have received an orange card  
detailing the procedures to be taken following an incident. If  
you haven’t received such a card please contact the insurers.

If you are involved in any incident (no matter how trivial it may 
seem at the time) it is imperative that you complete an incident 
report and forward it to the insurance company. 

The incident form with instructions can be downloaded  
from the UKMPA website. 

Minor incident: Forward the incident report as directed. 
During normal office hours you can also speak to Drew Smith  
at Circle insurance: 0141 242 4822 

Major incident: During office hours as above, outside office 
hours call 07790 069306 

For full details, please refer to UKMPA Circular: 5 of 2013

UKMPA members are all encouraged 
to participate in the forum debates on 
Linkedin. To join the group, sign up for a 
Linkedin account and type “UKMPA” into  
the group search box which will take you  
to the relevant registration page.

The UKMPA is also now in the 
“Twittersphere”: @UKPILOTS

Social Networking



Web: www.seasafe.co.uk  
Email: factory@seasafe.co.uk

The coat that becomes a lifejacket
in less than 5 seconds!

• Featuring an integrated 170N lifejacket
• 100% waterproof, breathable fabrics with colour options
• Embroidered logos & crests
• Extensive options list
• Build-a coat (to your requirements) on our website
• CE Approved

SeaSafe Systems Ltd., Mariners House, Mariners Way, Somerton Business Park, Newport Road, Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO31 8PB, UK
Telephone: +44 (0)1983 282388    Email: factory@seasafe.co.uk     Web: www.seasafe.co.uk

Lifesaving Equipment has moved on...

Combination Coat & Lifejacket
first choice for professional mariners worldwide

but the water is still deadly!


